
W 
elcome to the first issue of the Trivium 

Times newsletter. This is a newsletter that 

accompanies the triviumteacher.com web-

site. Both have been created with the goal of 

promoting, supporting and supplementing the teaching of Eng-

lish at ZŠ Trivium Plus, Dobřany. The newsletter will only be 

available in English and through the stories and articles featu-

red here we hope to increase the exposure to English for eve-

ryone connected with the school. The newsletter and the web-

site are open to contributions from anyone who is interested 

to do so. In fact we actively encourage and welcome contri-

butions from students, staff and parents who wish to have a 

crack at writing in English. As well teaching English and English 

conversation at school, we are also teaching parts of other 

subjects in English too, such as history, art, geography and bio-

logy. From my  perspective as a teacher of these subjects  I feel  

this gives our students a huge advantage in being able to learn 

English in other more relevant contexts and are not just con-

fined to studying the language in English lessons only. Certainly 

this increased exposure to English is a huge benefit to our stu-

dents and all credit for this innovative move must go to the 

headmaster and other staff for their willingness to allow parts 

of their subjects to be taught in a foreign language. The method 

is based on that of CLIL (Content and language integrated learn-

ing) which is this concept of teaching other subjects in English, 

to give context and a more realistic approach to learning and 

using language, for example it makes more sense learning 

about body parts in the context of a biology lesson while learn-

ing in their native language than in a normal English lesson, it 

also helps the students retain the knowledge they learn such as 

new vocabulary. It is my mission to give all I can to support and 

develop this wonderful imitative and to help our students de-

velop the skill and ability to use English confidently and com-

fortably so that they will leave this wonderful school with a skill 

that will open up many doors for them in the future. It is my 

hope that the kids will make the most of such a wonderful op-

portunity, it is an advantage that students at most other 

schools do not get to enjoy. This is a very exciting time at our 

school and I am so privileged to be part of it and honoured to 

have such wonderful students to work with on a variety of 

different subjects. 

 

Mark Tibbles MSc. 
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H 
alloween is a spooky time and now it is famous all around the 

world, but what do you really know about it? Why do people care 

up pumpkins to make Jack O’ Lanterns? What's the deal with cos-

tumes and where do these traditions come from? Most of you, 

well the kids anyway should know the answers to these questions by now, cer-

tainly if they followed the exercises and information provided on the website. 

Well, lets take a look at the answers to these questions and more anyway. 

When is Halloween? We celebrate Halloween every year on October 31st.  

Where does Halloween come from? Halloween comes from a Celtic tradition. 

A Celt 
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Europe 

Today 

Who are the Celts? The Celts lived in large parts of Europe 2000 years ago but now they live in small 
pockets of France and Spain, the northern and western parts of Britain, primarily Scotland and Wales as 
well as almost all of Ireland.  

What is the tradition? For the Celts November 1st was the end of summer, they believed that on Octo-
ber 31st the dead came back in the form of spirits or ghosts to visit the living.  Sounds a bit creepy 
doesn’t it? Well, the Celts thought so too, so they would wear costumes either as ghosts of other fright-
ening creatures to scare the unwanted visitors away.  

Why is it called Halloween? Today many countries around the world remember the dead on or around 
November 1st. Even here in the Czech Republic, there is Dušičky where people visit the graves of dead 
ancestors on November 2nd. The first day of November is known as All Saints’ Day or All Hallow’s Day 
with the last day of October known as All Hallow’s Eve or Halloween for short. 

  Where does the modern Halloween come from? Halloween is an old tradition in Ireland and Scotland.      

migrants from these countries arrived in North America they made lanterns out of pump-
kins instead of turnips, this is where the jack-o lantern comes from. 

What is ‘trick or treat’? Traditionally at this time people would give food to the spirits, 
then they would give food to the poor. Now kids go from house to house in their cos-
tumes, knocking at doors saying ‘trick or treat’? By doing this the kids are giving the 
homeowners a choice between a trick (some kind of prank) or a treat (some kind of 
sweet, candy etc). 

In those countries, as well as wearing costumes people carried lanterns made of turnips.  When  im- 
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The Clown Statue 

A 
 girl in her teens babysat for a wealthy family one night. The wealthy family had a 
very large house with many rooms. It was filled with lots of artefacts and old orna-
ments from all over the world. As the parents were leaving to go out, the father told 
the girl that once the she put the kids down, she must go down to the basement, 

watch TV there, and not go wandering around the house. 

Once the kids are asleep, the girl retires to the basement room to watch TV. However, she 
cannot concentrate on her show because in the in the corner of the room is a life-size clown 
statue grinning at her. She finally decides to drape a blanket over the statue so she can ig-
nore it. After a while she can’t stand looking at the clown statue’s over-sized feet sticking out 
from under the blanket. She decides to call the father and ask his permission to watch TV in 
another room, because she is freaked out by the giant clown statue in basement room. 

“Listen very carefully,” says the man to the girl. 

“Our children have been complaining about a clown that comes into their room in the middle 
of the night. We just thought it was nightmares. We don’t own a clown statue. You need to 
get the kids and get out of the house NOW! I’ll call the police.” 

The girl hangs up the phone, turns around to look at the covered clown statue, but all there 

is a blanket on the floor! She hears steps coming down the basement stairs. 

The Girl with the Green Ribbon 
 

O 
nce upon a time there was a very beautiful, tall girl, with brown hair and grey eyes. 
Her name was Samantha.  Samantha always wore a green ribbon around her 
neck. She went to school in London. 
 

When she was at school her classmate David always asked her “why do you always wear 
that ribbon?” She answered, "It is a secret but maybe if we ever get married I'll tell you." 
 
Everyday David asked her the same question and her answer was always the same. 
Many years passed, Samantha and David grew up, fell in love, and got married. 
David continued to ask her again and again, "Why do you always wear that green ribbon 
around your neck?" 
 
Samantha always said the same thing. "Now is not the right time for me to tell you. You must 
wait." 
 
After fifty years together, when David and Samantha were very old, Samantha got very sick. 
She called David to her bedside and said, "Now I can tell you about the green ribbon. Untie it 
and you will know why I could not tell you before." 
 
David slowly pulled the bow loose, untied the green ribbon, and Samantha's head fell off. 





The stories we have seen so far are very popular in North America, but there is a rich tradition of 

horror in the Czech Republic too, especially through the works of Karel Jaromír Erben.  His most 

famous work  is Kytice or A Bouquet features a series of horror stories in poem form. Let’s have a 

look at one of his most famous, Polednice or The Noon Witch:   

A child stands crying at his bench, 

shrieking as loud as he could. 

“If only you’d be quiet! Hush, 

you gypsy! and be good! 

 

“Your papa’s coming home at noon 

and won’t like waiting for his food. 

The fire’s too low, will be out soon 

because of troublesome you! 

 

“Hush, here’s a wagon and a rooster – 

play with your soldier – he’ll be a guard!” 

But wagon, soldier, rooster 

fly – bang! – into the corner, hard. 

 

Then piercing screams arise anew. 

“I wish a hornet … you are so wild … 

I’ll call the noon witch on you, 

you ungovernable child 

 

* Polednice trans. Marcela Malek Sulak 2012 

“Come and get him, noon witch, come 

take him! I can bear no more!” 

And look, someone’s outside – a thumb 

is stealthily working the lock at the door. 

 

A wild, thin face, small and brown. 

is his beneath a wrinkled veil, 

a crutch, bent shanks, menacing frown, 

such a voice – like a maddened gale! 

 

“Give me the child!” – “Oh Lord, oh Christ! 

Forgive the sinner her sin!” 

But death is near and breathing close 

at the sight of the noon witch’s grin. 

 

At the table creeping quietly, 

a shadow, the witch, with fingers spread. 

Mama now can scarcely breathe, 

clutching the child with arms of lead. 

 

 

Her arms around him, she looks back, 

wild. 

The noon witch creeps up even nearer –  

woe, woe to the little child –  

the noon witch is almost here! 

 

Now the noon witch’s hands are reaching 

as the mother’s shoulders clench, 

“for the sake of Christ’s dear suffering” –  

she falls to the floor without sense. 

 

Now listen – one, two, three, four … 

the bell is striking noon. 

The handle turns, and through the door 

Papa strides into the room. 

 

Mama’s fallen by the door; 

the child rises and falls on her breath. 

As Papa lifts her from the floor 

he sees the child – squeezed to death.* 

Maybe that’s the first time you have seen this well-known poem in English and not in Czech. Some 

of the English is perhaps a little difficult to what you are used to, but don’t worry in time it will get 

easier and easier. 

 

 

 

Hope you enjoyed our first issue……………………………………………… See you next month!! 


